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hundreds and hundreds of steamers and sailing vessels, to
watch the life and movement in the harbour, and In the streets,
the loading and unloading, the arrival and departure of ships,
the bustle to and fro of the people^ and in a word the picture
of animated toil, striving and achievement which to me was a
most moving sight. One day to my great joy we went to
Kiel and saw the docks and shipbuilding yards ; it was just
at that time that the ironclad " Friedricli dcr Grosse " was
being built.

Of the outstanding events which occurred that year, I
can also recall the visit of the Italian Crown Prince Humbert
and his wife Margherita, in the spring of 1872. It was celebrated
with great pomp. I remember, further, the brilliant review
of troops held in the Tempelhofer Feld in the autumn of
1872, and attended by three Emperors. Besides practically
all the German princes, the Emperor Francis Joseph, the Tsar,
Alexander II, together with the heir to the Russian throne
(subsequently Alexander III), the Chancellor Prince Gortcha-
kov, Field-Marshal Count Berg, the Grand Duke Vladimir,
and the Minister for War, Milyutin, took part. At the
march past of the 1st Foot Guards Regiment, with nay
father at the head, my brother and I brought up the
rear of the first platoon of the Body Guard. The Tsar
conferred on me the uniform of the Frederick William IV
Grenadiers, stationed in Warsaw, When my father led me
up to him to express my thanks, I noticed what a big fine man
the monarch was, but I was struck by the restless twitching
of his eyes. The conversation between the two rulers dwelt
on the'war of 1870. 1 heard the words {< St. Privat"
mentioned, and the Tsar said that Ms heart had blecl when he
had learnt the news of the terrible losses sustained by the
Guards. It was well known that he had very friendly leanings
towards Germany, so that in the following year it was possible
to bring about a Russo-German military agreement, and
the so-called pact of Three Emperors, which also Included
Austria-Hungary.